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The Taleof the" Paper Tiger"

Nguyen Khac Chinh, Esg.

(English trandlation)

L et metell you a story which happened long ago, yet it remains so
contemporary. Thisisthestory of the" paper tiger".

Before and after April 30, 19751 did not leave Vietnam, nor did | follow the
fleeing horde. Not only did | stay in the country, but | also set up an organization
called the" National Liberation Front". We fought the communists with whatever
we possessed, hidden firearms, a radio station with 1 kilometer range, a printing
shop to supply uswith both pamphlets and counterfeit Vietnamese currency.

Theday | wasarrested, on December 27, 1975, at 9:00 a.m., a communist
policeman grumbled as he handcuffed me,

" A thousand armies and ten thousand hor ses cannot beat us, what can you
do, a weakling who can't even tie up a chicken?"

| thought it wasjust a passing profanity, but the guy pointed hisfinger to my
face exacting aresponse. | retorted,

"1 fight you with what a thousand armies and ten thousand hor ses cannot
prevail!"

"What isit?"

"This!" | showed him my head.

| stayed back in Vietnam because| could not believe the Americans could
have skedaddled. They must have a plan for a victorious come back, or at least a
decent retrieval within 3 or 5years. Yet 3, then 5 years passed by. On Dec. 27, 1993,
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at exactly 9 a.m., | wasfinally released from prison thanksto the intervention of Pen
International, | had been thefirst finalist with my short story written in French in an
international literary contest in 1966.

| was flabbergasted when | learned that the U.S. was about to establish
diplomatic relations with the Viethamese communists, which meant that the 17 years
of my youth spent in prison werein vain! No wonder the communists had been
repeating to methat the Americanswere™ a paper tiger™ which | had vehemently
refuted. For 2 yearsthey had interrogated me. One of their questions had been,
"What do you think of the Americans before 4/30/75? And how do you evaluate
them sincethat date?" My response had to bein writing. | had been allowed to write
for aslong as| needed instead of doing hard labor. After 6 months, they had for ced
on metheir answer that the Americanswere a paper tiger. A tiger for all it looked,
armed to theteeth, using the most advanced methods of killing, feeding itself on
living flesh, but to and behold! thistiger was made of paper because it was beaten
when confronted with the communist wooden sticks, hammersand sickles.

A paper tiger, indeed! Thistiger wastrounced by the Viethamese communists
and fled to save its own skin, leaving behind solemn promises, longstanding friends,
and itsvery honor in order to survivein shame and contempt.

So, what then, wer e the causes of the American defeat? How could areal tiger
become a paper tiger ? One of the causes should befound in the " anti-war cry" of a
Jane Fonda, coupled with the " guilt" of a Vietnam veteran, a medal-studded hero of
the Vietham war, a John Kerry who istoying with the hope of becoming a future
American president, a commander-in chief of the American army which he
deprecated and betrayed !

A strange phenomenon which " ten thousand” books on the Vietham war
have not singled out, dissected, accurately assessed, isthe fact that after 4/30/75, in
the eyes of the Viethnamese communists, the Chinese communists, and the whole
world, the Americanslook formidable but, in reality, they areonly a" paper tiger".
A small gang of Viethamese communists was enough to chase them away!

Isthistheend of thestory? Not yet. There ensues a lesson. The lesson
teachesthat bravado can browbeat the Americans. Fight them, and they back out!

Thislesson, unfortunately, was not learned by a John Kerry, a John
Edwards, a Hillary, or a Kennedy, but it becamethe biblefor Bin Laden, Osama
Omar, Saddam Hussein and their likes. " Quod isti et istae, cur non ego?" The
Vietnamese succeeded, why not us, a thousand times stronger and richer than they?
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Thus, the Americans wer e put down, and became a target for attack. To cite
only the attack on 2 American embassies, the assault on the American military
headquartersin Saudi Arabia, the one on the USS Cole war ship, and recently the
destruction of the Twin Towersin New York and the Pentagon.

Let'sfrankly admit thetruth even if it hurts. Which truth? Thetruth that
the April 30, 1975 misfortunetrigger ed the September 11, 2001 tragedy. If there
weren't 4/30/75, therewouldn't be 9/11/01 ! Still, they are clamoring for troop
withdrawal ! Withdrawal from Iraq after Vietham? Where else and when? Until
thereisno more American soil to come back to?

To denouncethelraq war on thegroundsthat Iraq did not possess arms of
mass destruction, that Iraq had no tieswith Al Qaeda, istantamount to saying that it
wasthe best policy not to arrest or destroy Bin Laden ! Bill Clinton might have felt
gualms about arresting or destroying Bin Laden for fear that American votersand
the world would condemn him, just as G. W. Bush is condemned because he ousted
Saddam Hussein. As a consequence, Bin Laden was allowed freedom to act. Then
came 9/11/01, and public opinion accused the Administration for not having arrested
or killed Bin Laden. The same would happen if Iraq were not attacked, if Saddam
Hussein were not removed from office, and if 9/11/01 wereto repeat a few times, G.
W. Bush, asthe president, would be blamed for not anticipating and acting promptly
at theright time. Those misconceptions and contradictions only happened when
individual ambitions prevailed over reason and public interest.

Furthermore, thereisalso alack of circumspection and knowledge. " Speak
up when you know, if you don't, just listen." Don't pretend toignoreyou are
ignorant.

They haven't, so far, understood why the U.S. should gotowar in Iraq. The
causeisnot the WMD, asthe gossip goes. Granted that Iraq could have had WMD,
some nuclear bombs and a few tons of biological weaponswouldn't haveworried the
Americans so much askids being threatened by a cane. Let'sremember that, in the
past, thousands of Soviet nuclear warheads pointing at the U.S.A. could not have
deterred the Americans. On the contrary, the Americans kept on harassing their
enemy day and night until the USSR surrendered.

Now, why thewar in Iraq? Those shortsighted politicians did not grasp the
justification behind the Iraq war. L eft to themselves, only a few monthsin office,
not even the whole presidential term would sufficeto reducethe U.S A.toadall's
shirt. Did they see the difference between the Afghan war and thelraq war? How
could they fathom the mor e consequential reasons behind the Irag war?
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In fact, in the Afghan war, the U.S. had been placed in a defensive position. A
meretramp had had theimpudenceto strike her an almost deadly blow. The
invincible U.S.A. could not have predicted that because she had backed out of
Vietnam, she had diminished her world esteem, and that, being a tiger in the flesh,
she had shrunk into a " paper tiger" whom the Viethamese communists had skinned
alive and displayed for all to see, claiming they had caught the mighty tiger, an
exampleto befollowed by others. On the contrary, the Irag war, in which the U.S.
played an active role, was meant to eradicate any future adver se happenings. If Iraq
hadn't collaborated with Al Qaeda, it had, nevertheless, remained the king of
repression and terrorism, only steps away from Al Qaeda. Thus, " Birds of a feather
flock together." Consequently, 9/11/01 had to be eliminated in self-defense and in the
defense of theworld. Obviously, Bin Laden would have company, and together with
Saddam Hussein, both had to be removed because the latter would never forgivethe
U.S. for having kicked him out of Kuwait. Not to mention some other countries
which, either through resentment, hate, or envy, had taken advantage of the murky
situation to act against the U.S. Should the U.S. wait until Saddam Hussein possessed
the WMD to act, adver se opinionswould tax the Administration with being sluggish
and negligent. When the Administration decided to act, they complained about the
incomplete proofs of WMD and collaboration with terrorists!

That'sthe price freedom and democracy have to pay for the services of
opportunists. War and peace signify law and order. If you want peace, make war,
" Si vis pacem, para bellum.”

It isalso the price paid to " hateful egotism™ which turnswhiteinto black,
right into wrong, thus creating an absurd and grotesque picture of America!
Imagine a country at war that, while needing all the support it could mobilizeto
fight for a good cause, reviles against itself, calling itself wrongdoersand liars.
They think they vilify the Administration, but who isthe Administration? They
themselves helped elect it to represent them. Therefore, they arevilifying
themselves!

What a subject of ridicule! What a mess! What a loss! The Viethamese
experience, the" paper tiger experience" arenot enough to wake them up. They
want to change the paper tiger into a worm to be stomped under foot ! Just listen to
John Kerry- John Edwards, and you'll see! The U.S. will even loseitstitle of " paper
tiger™ .



Truyén Con Cop Gidy

Ls. Nguyén Khdc Chinh

Toi ké hau qui vi mot cau chuyén rit xa xua ma cling rat gan g, rit thai sy.
Truyén con cop gidy.

Trudc va sau 30/4/75 t6i khong bd Viét Nam, khong ra di theo doan nguol
G lugt. Chang nhiing ti & lai ma con lap dang chéng cong, gol la ‘M3t Tran Dan
Quan Phyc Quéc’. Ching téi chéng cong bing tit cd nhiing gi chiing téi c6, miy

cay sung ching téi dau dugc, mét dai phat thanh tim cd mét nghin thudc, mot
mady in chif va in ca bac gia.

Pén bit toi, 9 gid sdng ngay 27 thang 12, 1975, tén cin bd cOng sin via
cong tay t6i vifa cau nhau:

_ ‘Thién binh van ma khéng lam gi dugc chung tao, may, tréi ga khéng chat,
may chéng bing cai gi ?’

Tudng né néi cho qua, né chi mit toi va héi lai mot 1an niia, bit toi phai tra
loi. Toi trd 1ot:

_ ‘B&ng cai ma thién binh van md khéng lam dugc
_Caig?
_‘Cainay !’ Toi chi vao dau toi.

X
X X

To6i & lai vi toi khong thé chip nhan cai pha phang 1a My da c6 thé vét gio
lén c6 ma chay ! Thé tit phai c6 mot ké sach trd lai khong trong vinh quang thi
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cling trong danh chinh ngén thuan, tir ba nAm dén nim ndm la cing. Ba ndm
khong thdy. Nam ndm cang ching thiy. Mui bdy ndm, khi HI Van But Quéc Té
lay toi ra khoi ti ciing 9 gis sdng, ngdy 27 thang 12, 1993 _ Téi tring gidi van
chuong Phap van thé gidl nam 1966, t6i nga ngia: My bang giao vél cong sin
dén noi réi ! Nghia 1a sach sanh sanh | Téi & t 17 ndm dé sach sanh sanh !

Heén gl cdng san cir néi vél t6i rdi réu rao ‘MY con cop gidy', t6i khong tin,
toi cai lai mdy thang tro !

Cha n6 héi cung toi gin 2 ndm. Mét trong nhiing cau né hdi la:

- 'TruSc day toi nght g1 vé My 2  Va bay gid, tir sau 30/4/75, t6i nghi gi vé
My ?’

Tol phai tra 161 bing viét chif khong bing néi. Muén viét bao nhiéu thi viét,
cang nhiéu cang tét, n6 cho gidy but, cho thi 8IS nghi lao dong. Viét xong nap, n6
coi dugc thi né héi cau khac, sang van dé khac, chua dugc thi né bt viét lai.

Mot cai danh gia My, n6 bét toi viét di viét lai 6 thang troi. Cudi ciing n6é
nhét dinh bét toi phai thua, phéi thita nhan My chi 1a mét con cop gidy. Con cop,
dung, c6 di mol thir khi gié1, mol cich giét ngudi téi tan, An toin thjt séng, nhung
‘gidy’ 1a vi dem thir Itta vé1 gay tim vong, vdl bua liém cong san thi lai thua! Co
ding nhu vay khéng ?

Bang qud di &y chir! Khéng thua sao bd chay ? Sao vat ca thé non hen
bién, vt ci hiia quyét, vit ci ban bé tinh nghia, vat cd danh dy cta ban than di !
Cha con cai g1 dang ké, chi mién sao cho khoi chét 1 Bugc séng, di trong 6 nhyc,
trong khinh khi, la tit ca.

Ma mét trong nhimg nguyén nhan khién My phai thua, phdi bé chay, phai
dang la cop that thanh cop gidly 1a céi gi ? La c4i phan chién cia méot Jane Fonda
dugc phy hoa bing cai ‘phdn tinh’ clia mot cyu chién binh, anh hing ddy huy
chuong cua chién tranh Viét Nam, John Kerry _ mét John Kerry dang doi lén lam
téng théng My, tdng chi huy quan dél ma chinh anh di ting nguyén riia, ting
phan bol !
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Déy, cai quai g& ma thién kinh van quyén vé chién tranh Viét Nam khong
mé xé, khong dé cap, khéng danh gia ding muc 1a cai sau 30/4/75, khong nhing
chi d6i vél cong san Viét Nam, cong san Tau, ma con déi vél toan thé du luan thé
gidl, My hung hé that, nhung ma sy that 1a cop gidy. Mot gitum Viét cong ti hon
ma dia ‘My clt, nguy nhao’ thi con gi nila ma néi !

_‘Con chir! Con bai hoc. Bai hoc la ct dam la My s¢. Cir danh la My thua’

Bai hoc _ khén ndl _ khéng lot vao tai nhing john Kerry, nhiing John
Edwards, nhiing Hillary, nhiing Kennedy ma lai thanh kinh nhéat tung cGa nhing
Bin Laden, nhing Osama Omar, nhilng Saddam Hussein va be li.

_ ‘Quod isti et istae, cur non ego ?’, Viét Nam lam dugkc, tai sao ta khong ?
Ta gidu va manh gép trim, gip nghin Viét Nam ?

Thé la My bj col thudng va bét ddu bj tin cong. Tu vy hai tda dai sit, dén vy
trai binh & Arap Xé Ut, dén vu tau USS Cole, va cudi cang vy Song Thap Thuong
Mai Nitu USc va Lau Ngi Giac.

Hay cong minh ma chap nhan sy that di, di né phid phang. Sy that nao ?
Sy that rang 30/4/75 1a ngdi né clia 11/9/01. Khéng c6 30/4/75, khéng c6
11/9/01. Vay diy ma van doi rat ! Rat & Viét Nam chua xong, doi rat thém J Irak!
Rut cho dén dau va cho dén bao gid nifa ? Cho dén khong con nuSc My chang ?

Lén 4n chién tranh Irak, bdo ring Irak khéng cé vi khi giét ngud! hang loat,
ring Irak khong dinh liu Al Qaeda, thi cling khic nao bdo khong bit hay la giét Bin
Laden trudc day la thugng sach, la dang, la hay ! C6 thé Bill Clinton da s¢ bit hay
la giét Bin Laden thi bj cr tri My va nhan dan thé gidl lén an, nhu G.W. Bush bj lén
an hém nay vi ha bé Saddam Hussein, cho nén éng ta da dé yén cho Bin Laden
tung hoanh. Chd cho dén 11/9/01 du luan mél lai trich ring sao da khong bat,
khong giét. Ciing nhu néu khong déanh Irak, khong ha bé Saddam Hussein, dé mot
hai cai 11/9//01 nifa xay ra, bdy gid mdl lai 1én an G.W. Bush sao ma dd& qud, lam
tdng théng ma khong thy, khong biét, khong lo xa, khéng hanh dong ! Toan
nhiing nguy bién va mau thuén, nhing cai chdy cai cdi chi c6 thé c6 khi tham vong
riéng tu dit 1én trén phai trdi, trén quyén Igi chung.
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Va ciing tai thién can, dét nat nia. ‘Biét thi thua thét, khoéng biét thi dya cot
ma nghe.” Pang nay dét ma cling n6i, tudng minh khéng dét. Thi dy, cho dén bay
8i0 ma van chua hiéu tai sao My phai danh Irak. C6 phai tai vii khi giét nguol hang
loat, nhu nguol nay tung ngudi kia hing dau ! C6 phai, vi ngay nhu Irak c6 nhihg
v khi kia, c6 phdi mét vai qua bom nguyén ti, mét vai tin vi khi vi trung ma da
dang lam cho My phai quynh quit nhu difa tré bj don dau. Pén ci mdy ngan dau
dan nguyén tif ctia Lién X6 hdm diy ma My van phay phdy, van thoc lét Lién X6
hét chd nay dén ché khac, ca ngay 1dn dém, cho dén ldc Lién X6 diu hang chur
khong phdi My chay non. Vay thi danh Irak vi c4i g1y chd. Cai g1 &y chif minh
ngu qud, minh khéng hiéu, chua hiéu, chua kham phé ra, lai bdo ngud tasai! Ca
nhu minh, chi vai thang, dimg néi moét nhiém ky tdng théng, nuéc My nay teo lai
bang cii tui 4o bup bé !

Nguyén mét cai khac biét gilfa danh Afghanistan va danh Irak minh chua
biét, n6i gt dén nhiing cai biét cao siéu tai sao phai danh Irak ! Panh Afghanistan,
minh bj déng, ching qua la minh d& dén, c4i don mot tay lang bac ky hé ddm
giang xudng diu minh dé& nhu choi, 1am minh suyt chét, khong chét thi ciing u
dau, nhitc 6¢c. Minh xua nay ngao nghé tudng khoéng ai dam dong dén, khéng hé
ngd ring minh bd chay & Viét Nam la uy tin minh xuéng déc, la chdng ai coi minh
trong nifa, con cop gidy ma cdng san dem 16t da réi dem di béu xiu khdp thién ha,
g4p ai cling nhai nhdi né bit dugc cop thi ai chd bit dugc !

Chit con danh Irak minh chi ddng, minh trir hau hoa. Irak chua hgp tac val
Al Qaeda thi n6 ciing chua té dan ap va khung b rdi, tir diy né6 bét 8ap Al Qaeda
mdy dél, ‘Nguu tam nguu, ma tim m&’. Cho nén minh trir hau hoa, minh ty clitu va
ctu thé gidl bng lam cho tuyét noc cii tham hoa 9/11/01. Di nhién vé sau nay,
Bin Laden s€ khéng con don thuong déc ma nita ma minh sé bj bé hol déng, trong
d6 c6 Saddam Hussein la cai chdc, né thit minh va sé khéng bao gic tha minh da
dudl né ra khoi Kuwait ma ! R3i con bao nhiéu nudc khac, cling thu My, ghét My,
ganh My ma nudc dyc tha cau, ma dé diu vio Itta, ma &n cd ! Chd cho Irak ¢6
WMD mél ra tay, bdy gid lai bio muén qua rdi, tai sao khéng ra tay truéc ! Bay gid
ra tay trudc thi lai bdo tai sao chua d bing chiing vé v khi, vé lién hé khiing bé
ma da danh !

Cai gia ctia dau co tryc Ig1 ma ty do dan chi dang phdi tra. Pang khi & ra
chién tranh va héa binh chi la khuén la phép _ Mubn héa binh phai chién tranh ma !




‘Si vis pacem, para bellum’.

Cai gia ma ‘cai toi dang ghét’ nifa dang ddl tring thanh den, phdi thanh trai,
khién cho tinh trang nuéc My trd nén nuc cudi va quai g&. Ai lai minh dang chinh
chién, dang cin sy ing ho, dang dé cao chinh nghia, ma lai ty minh chil minh la
sai, la trai, 1a lao khoét, 1a 16 bich. Minh bdo minh chi chil chinh quyén théi ha ?
Chinh quyén la ai ? La minh bau lén dé thay cho minh. Thi la minh ch{l minh.

Qua that 1216 bich! Lalon xon! La mit mat ! Kinh nghiém Viét Nam, kinh
nghiém con cop gidy ma con chua md mét. Con muédn con cop gidy thanh con
giun cho thién ha dap !

Pay, cit nghe J6n jon Kerry-Edwards di ma xem!

NuGc My lan nay mét ludn ca lam con cop gidy !




L'Histoire du Tigre de Papier
Nguyén Khic Chinh

( Version frangaise )

Je vous raconte une histoire vécue. L’histoire du tigre de papier.

C'est connu. Je n’avais pas quitté le Vietnam autour du 30 Avril, 1975, ne
cédant ni a la panique ni aux persuasions de mes amis. Dans ma pensée, les
Américains ne pouvaient pas déguerpir honteusement de la sorte. Quelque chose
devait se tramer dans le sens d’un retour sinon en gloire, du moins en bonne et
dlie forme. Trois ans ? Cinq ans au plus tard.

Non content de rester, j’'avais méme adhéré a un mouvement de résistance
du nom de ‘Front pour la Libération Nationale’ ( M3t Tran Dan Quan Phyc Quéc ).
Tous les moyens a notre portée, quelques fusils, un poste émetteur portée 1 km,
une imprimerie & double usage, pamphlets et fausse monnaie.

Le communiste qui vint m’arréter le matin du 27 Décembre, 1975 grogna
en me passant les menottes:

— ‘Mille atmées, dix mille chevaux ( allusion aux forces ameéricaines ) ne
nous ont pas écorchés, que comptes-tu faire qui ne sais méme pas ligoter un
poulet ?’

Il me dévisagea et répéta sa question, forcant une réponse.

Je m’accomplis et répondis:

— 'Je fais justement ce que n’ont pu faire mille armées, dix mille chevaux.’

_‘Quoi 7’

Jindiquai ma téte.
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Hélas, le temps passe. Trois ans, cinq ans... Toujours den. Quand enfin je
fus libéré, le 27 Décembre 1993, 17 ans aprés, jour pour jour, sur l'intervention du
Pen Club Intemational _ javais été finaliste dans le concours littéraire intemational
de 1966 avec ma nouvelle £ ‘Etranger _ je me suis apercu que j’avais perdu 17
ans de ma jeunesse pour rien, moins que rien encore, les Américains de Bill Clinton
étant sur le point de nouer relations diplomatiques avec leurs anciens ennemis VC.

Le juge d’instruction communiste avait eu raison alors. Il m’avait donné
comme sujet de dissertation, ‘Comparer U.S.A. et URSS’. J'avais compris qu’on
me tendait un piége. Sijavals dit du bien des U.S.A. et du mal de I'URSS, j aurais
€t€ pris en flagrant délit et aurais encouru la peine de mort 4 mon procas. ( Je fus
seulement condamné aux travaux forcés 3 perpétuité ). Donc, j’avals feint
F'innocent, quelque chose comme si USA et URSS étaient de force égale. Qu'ils se
battent, ils fréteraient I'insigne réve d’un Mao Tché Toung. Celui-ci ne révait que
de s’asseoir sur une montagne pour assister au combat des deux tigres. ( Toa son
quan hé diu ).

Non, me reprenait mon instructeur, les USA n’étaient qu’un tigre de papier,
Pas un vral, en chair et en os. Je devalis refaire mon devoir. Je le referais jusqu’a ce
que mon argument chute tel.

De guerre lasse, six mois durant, j’al succombé et adopté la position de
mon interlocuteur que seul un tigre de papier avait , de la sorte, abandonné
Vietham _ amis et honneur, pour I'unique besoin de se tirer du pétrin. Et lequel ?
Non pas le front de bataille, non pas I'ennemi, mais ses propres congénéres, des
‘anti-war’ comme on dit, que mobilisent les Jane Fonda, les John Kenry _ celui-ci
déversant tout le poids de ses médailles de Vétéran dans la balance, médailles que
rpa.intenant €difié par Jane et réveillé de sa torpeur de héro, il jette a la poubelle.
Etayer son repentir et laver sa honte, quoi !

_ ‘Voyez-vous ?’ me jette le communiste amusé, ‘il Yy a américains et
américains. Un vous cherche histoire, deux vous font de I'ceil ! Et non seulement
des anonymes, des inconnus, méme ceux que vous avez combattus, que vous
avez chatouillés, bafoués, fessés.’

Quoiqu’il en soit, de papier ou pas, le tigre americain n’en a pas moins
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laissé sa peau au Vietnam ( de notoriété, le tigre mort laisse sa peau ). Jamais son
prestige, son honorabilité n’avaient descendu aussi bas. Surtout, il n’est plus

craint, depuis que le bambou et les semelles de peau nue I'ont bel et bien mis a la
porte ( ‘ddanh cho My cit’ ). Et la litanie se chante, se colporte de capitale en
chancellerie, éhontément que le moucheron VC avait terrassé le lion ou tigre
américain, le rotin ayant rossé tant bien que mal tanks, B 52 et McNamara ! Osama
Omar, Osama Bin Laden, Saddam Hussein n’en crurent pas leurs oreilles, mais
quand ils ont lu, pour preuve et plus de siireté La Victoire du Printemps (Pai Thing
Mua Xuan) de Vin Tién Ding, ils se posent la méme question:

_ ‘Quod isti et istae cur non ego ?’

_ ‘Ce que les VC ont pu, pourquoi pas moi ? Mol qui suis plus riche, plus
fort, plus & proximité ? Le tout reste a oser, non ?’

Et c’est chose faite, les attaques d’ambassades, de camps, de bateaux, de
tout ce qui est américain pour aboutir 8 9/11/01. Le tigre américain frappé a
méme la téte, en un clin d’oeil. Ce que Tojo et Hitler n’ont fait de 1939 a 1945 !

Que n’a-t-on a dire ? Tout est dit, sauf I'essentiel, que 9/11/01 avait sa
détente en 30/4/75. Que le mal américain ( ses crises actuelles ) puisait sa source
dans la déconfiture vietnamienne. Dans I'abandon. Dans la lacheté. Dans un
executif impuissant devant une liberté de parole dévergondée, et un corps
électoral trop crédule aux séductions ‘gagne-vote’.

Des séductions aveugles aux legons du pass€, qui poignardent dans le dos
une ammée en guerre, qui dénigrent et torpillent un gouvemement responsable et
pour qui, pis encore, la paix ne serait pas le prix de la guerre ( ‘Si vis pacem para
bellum’ ), elle serait la manne d’'une ONU anodine et d’alliances rocambolesques.
Pour aller en guerre, I’ Amérique _ par example _ aurait dii demander leur
permission !

_ ‘Ce que, ouli, je ferai si vous m’élisez votre président I’



THE NEUBEN FAMILD
M Ngugta i Chisk

Mr. Nguyén, an attorney-at-law, was born in
Ninh-Binh, North Vietnam.

. Education:

Most of his secondary education took place in Thanh-Héa where the
humanities were emphasized with Latin, French and rhetoric. His
first years in College in Hanoi were interrupted by the war and
his immigration to South Vietnam where he took up law studies and
prepared for a doctorate in law.

. Professional activities:

In 1960, he became an attorney-at-law, and practiced law in
Saigon.

In the meantime, he was also involved in political
activities. .

When the communists took over South Vietnam in April 1975,
he refused to leave Vietnam. Instead, he took part in a vast
underground nationalist movement to overthrow the communist
regime.

In December 1975, he was arrested for plotting a coup
against the government and was sentenced to life imprisonment.

In December 1992, after a 17-year incarceration in communist
forced labor camps, he was finally released thanks to the
intervention of international organizations and the Vietnamese
community overseas.

d _

Mr. Nguyén is now living in Maryland, the United States,
with his family. He is devoting his time to writing, composing
music and painting.

. Organization Membership:

2, ' .
Mr. Nguyen is an honorary member of Pen International.




. Award:

In 1992, he was awarded the medal for Fighters for Freedom by the
Valladores Foundation.

. Literary & Artistic Activities:

. Besides his legal profession, Mr. Nguyén has written
extensively. His literary works comprise short stories, both in
Vietnamese and French, political pamphlets, novels, poetry and
plays. He also composes music, especially during his prison
term. And he paints in water color and oil in his spare time.

. Published Works:

1966, L’Etranger, a short story written in FrEpER#"yggathe
first flnallst place in the French language, at a 1iterary ¢

Contest organized by Japan Pen Club in Tokyo, in whlch more than
a hundred countries participated.

1994, Viet Po 0i?, a political essay written in
French, with translations in Vietnamese and English.

Other literary works and musical compositions will be
published soon.



